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Board Meeting             
Will be held online                         
at 7 pm        
January 6th
WVA Online Monthly 
Meeting                                        

at 7 pm         
January 13th
Board Meeting             
Will be held online                
at 7 pm         
February 3rd                

WVA Online Monthly 
Meeting                                        
at 7 pm         
February 10th 

Calendar of Upcoming 

Events 

       ur first monthly meeting of 
the New Year will feature 
winemaker and winery owner 
Ryan Prellwitz of Vines & 
Rushes in Ripon. After a brief 
WVA business meeting we will 
begin an open discussion in a 
question/answer format. Ryan 
has a five-acre vineyard of 
cold-climate hybrid grapes 
which consist primarily of 
Marquette, Petite Pearl and St. 
Pepin.

Well, I’m guessing there are 
not many of you who are sorry to 
see 2020 in your rearview 
mirror! The past year was truly 
“one for the books” when it 
comes to a time period that 
tested our nation’s (and the 
entire world’s) grit on so many 
levels. While we are not yet “out 
of the woods” in terms of 
COVID-19 and all the health and 
economic risks embodied within 
this pandemic, scientists around 
the world have risen to the 
challenges and are supplying us 
with the protective vaccines that 
will soon allow us to once again 
resume our normal WVA social 
activities. Effective vaccines are 
now being administered 
throughout the country, first for 
essential workers and at-risk 
individuals in care facilities, and 
then to many of the rest of us. 
While we await for the time 
when we can once again meet 
in-person, we will continue to 
provide you with online social 
and educational events that will 
improve your winemaking so 
that you can dazzle us with your  
results once we reconvene!

Ryan Prellwitz of 
Vines & Rushes Will 

Speak at Our January 
Zoom Meeting

O

Megan and Ryan Prellwitz with their 
three children, Nolia, Sadie and Olin.

“I can bearly contain myself in 
celebrating the end of this year!!!



Q: Will this pretty insect destroy vineyards 

in the coming years?

A: In this month’s issue of The Vintner’s 

Press learn more about the spotted 

lantern fly and why it poses such a risk. 

WISCONSIN VINTNERS ASSOCIATION 

Our website contains past 
issues of The Vintner’s Press 
and other important material. 

The website address is:
www.wihomewinemakers.com 

Our 2020 WVA membership list 
is also posted on our website.

T
he

 V
in

tn
er

’s 
P

re
ss

Procedure for Viewing and Ordering WVA Club Logo
Apparel On-Line from Lands’ End

1) Go to: http://business.landsend.com/store/wivintners/
2) View clothing offerings
3) Select an item
4) Select the size by adding the quantity into the appropriate box
5) Click on APPLY LOGO(S)
6) Click on WVA logo shown
7) Modify logo color if desired by clicking on CHANGE LOGO
COLOR(S). Suggest watching the “Change Logo Color(s)
tutorial”.
8) Select the garment location for placement of the logo
9) When finished click APPLY LOGO
10) Click ADD TO BAG
11) Continue shopping or CHECK OUT. The usual forms for
purchasing on-line will then come up.

Once you are a customer you’ll have the option of signing up for emails 
informing you of periodic sales and specials, i.e. no charge for a logo or free 
shipping, etc.  Any questions? Contact Mary Scovronski, WVA Club Logo 
Clothing Chairperson directly at: gmscove@gmail.com

Rick and Kathy Zanon 
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Welcome Our New 
WVA Members!

Just remember, your pets have been 
around you a lot during the pandemic, 
so don’t press your luck with them!

http://www.wihomewinemakers.com
http://business.landsend.com/store/wivintners/
http://www.wihomewinemakers.com
http://business.landsend.com/store/wivintners/
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The Wisconsin Vintners Association Receives National 
Press Coverage in USA Today and in Wisconsin 

Newspapers on Our 50th Anniversary 

This past summer Daniel Higgins, regional reporter for USA Today, contacted members of our 
Board of Directors regarding an article about our amateur winemaking club on its 50th anniversary. 
Subsequently, a number of our members were interviewed by Higgins, and in late December the 
resulting article appeared in USA Today and then was republished in both the Milwaukee Journal/
Sentinel and the Green Bay Press-Gazette. To read the article, please click on the link below.

https://www.jsonline.com/story/life/2020/12/16/
wisconsin-vintners-association-winemaking-club-
blends-skill-and-fun/6495824002/

https://www.jsonline.com/story/life/2020/12/16/wisconsin-vintners-association-winemaking-club-blends-skill-and-fun/6495824002/
https://www.jsonline.com/story/life/2020/12/16/wisconsin-vintners-association-winemaking-club-blends-skill-and-fun/6495824002/
https://www.jsonline.com/story/life/2020/12/16/wisconsin-vintners-association-winemaking-club-blends-skill-and-fun/6495824002/
https://www.jsonline.com/story/life/2020/12/16/wisconsin-vintners-association-winemaking-club-blends-skill-and-fun/6495824002/
https://www.jsonline.com/story/life/2020/12/16/wisconsin-vintners-association-winemaking-club-blends-skill-and-fun/6495824002/
https://www.jsonline.com/story/life/2020/12/16/wisconsin-vintners-association-winemaking-club-blends-skill-and-fun/6495824002/
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Hello, fellow vintners!

My name is Rick Zanon and I am a retired restaurateur who still enjoys cooking and is a 
passionate gardener. The mason-jarred offerings of my backyard harvest are well-
represented in our wintertime fridge. My wife Kathy and I enjoy making homemade 
pasta, pasTIES (that’s right, my parents were UPers!), and soups, and we love trying 
new recipes using the vegetables and herbs from our garden.  The signatures from our 
old restaurant are also on the house menu, namely our potato pancakes, fish fry and 
fried chicken.  

In recent years, we added a 
Concord grape vine to our 
garden that continues to 
crawl on our chain-link fence, 
thanks to a parting gift from a 
downsizing neighbor.  But 
I’ve been making wine for 
many years and the methods 
I use have been handed 
down from father to son in my 
family for several generations 
dating back to our ancestral 
homeland in northern Italy.

The Concord are the only 
grapes I’ve used to make 
wine.  Here in Wisconsin, we 
have other fruits that I believe 
to be noble, including the 
world’s best cranberries 
(which I get from my brother 
in Wisconsin Rapids), along 
with mulberries (that are grown in my niece’s farm in Pardeeville), apples, crabapples 
and rhubarb.  I even use the heirloom tomatoes from my garden to make wine.  

*This new WVA membership was given to Rick and Kathy Zanon by their children as a 
holiday gift, and their son-in-law wrote up this profile, so all of this will be a surprise to 
Rick and Kathy!

New Members Rick and Kathy Zanon:
In Their Son-in-Law’s Own Words*
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New Members Rick and Kathy Zanon (Continued)
The sugars and acids from my heirlooms combine to make a more “earthy” portrayal of a 
chablis, while my mulberry wines have unique fig notes that can remind the taster of an 
immature madeira or a tawny with more crunch.  My white wine-inspired varietals are well 
represented by apple wines that can resemble a refreshing bianco or pinot grigio, and 
crabapple wines that I liken to a toasty gerwurztraminer.

My membership in the Wisconsin Vintners Association is a Christmas gift from my wonderful 
children, Melissa (Don), Krista (Tom), Janessa (Ray), and Richie (Megan).  Many of them 
along with quite a few of my grandchildren have been taught how to make wine by me, 
adhering to the methods of the Zanon family tradition.  I am very excited to be part of the 
association so that I could meet other winemakers around the state, share best practices, and 
enjoy different wines made by fellow enthusiasts, especially those using our native Wisconsin 
fruits. To me, it is one of life’s greatest blessings to be able to use the bounty of our state’s 
harvest to make and enjoy wines with family and friends - both old and new!

“Dis is da U.P., God’s Country, doncha know!!!!”*
* “Dis is a public service announcement from da WVA Corresponding Secretary, who is also a proud Yuper 
and whose grandparents also came from northern Italy and made wine! You betcha!!! Now ain’t dat da truth!!!”



President’s Message

                 Welcome … 2021!

Recalling that our last in person WVA membership 
meeting was an excellent presentation by Mike Wendt on 
fruiting landscape plants in March, the balance of 2020 
had initially brought cancelations and then adjustments 
to our (presently virtual) activities.  With anticipation that 
we’ll return to our normal, in person socialization about 
mid-year, let’s all hang in there a little longer.   In the 
meantime, with our current virtual member-meeting 
format, I’m happy to say that we’ve got some great 
presentations, topics, and presenters coming your way.   
In addition to completing our presentation(s) on testing, 
we’ve arranged for outside presenters (from wineries, 
universities, etc) to provide interactive presentations on 
the fine art of growing and fermenting Climate-Adapted 

(the latest jargon for “cold climate”) grapes.  One thing many organizations have learned 
about the virtual meeting format which 2020 has brought us, is that the on-line meeting 
format is excellent for technical presentations.  And it even has benefits for presenters – 
they don’t need to travel..!  
                                                                                     Cheers!  
                                                                               John Scheel 
                                 jscheel@eclipsecontrols.com 
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Stephen Franzoi
WVA Corresponding Secretary

Just when you 
might have been 
thinking that 
2020 was “the 
worst year ever 
for anybody.” 

mailto:jscheel@eclipsecontrols.com
mailto:jscheel@eclipsecontrols.com

